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We have learned many 
important lessons from 
these challenges. The most 
important lesson we have 
learned is that communities 
and government need to 
work together closely to 
build a stronger nation.  If 
we do this, we can create 
real and lasting change.

Today it is the right of each and every South African of the age of eighteen or older 
to vote. But this has not always been the case. For many years the majority of South 
Africans were not allowed to vote for the type of future they wanted.

Since 1994 when we had 
our first democratic elections 
where everyone could take 
part, our country has had many 
successes and improvements. 
But there have also been 
many serious challenges. 

With every election, national or local, we 
are given a chance to say:
- what is important to us, 
- how we would like to see South Africa run, 
- how we would like South Africa to look in     
  the future. 
This is especially true for local government 
elections.

  Working together for a better future

This process of working together begins with taking 
part in local government elections.

The Importance of Voting in Local Government 
Elections
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Your vote can make a difference in so many people’s lives. 
That is why it is the moral responsibility of every citizen to vote.

For our country to be a true democracy, all elections must be a true reflection of the 
voice of the people.  This can only happen if the election is free and fair in every way. 
When an election is completely free and fair in every way, it can be said to be ethical. 
In other words, when an election is ethical, every election process supports and 
grows our country and strengthens our democracy.

But, before voting, we need to think very carefully about what each political party or 
candidate stands for and what their vision for our municipal area is. 

The Importance of Ethical Elections

 In an ethical election every vote is important, counted 
accurately and true to the choices of the voters.

During local government elections we choose the political parties and leaders 
who will run the specific areas in which we live. So, the results of local elections 
will affect our lives directly. This is why it is our duty to vote. It can make a real 
difference in our lives and the lives of our neighbours.

My ideal 
community!

My ideal municipality!

By voting for the 
party that shares 
your beliefs and 
values, you are 
saying, “This is 
how I would like 
my area to look.”
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An ethical election is one in which the below is true:

There is acceptance of differences amongst voters, parties 
and organisers: 
In an ethical election all role players accept their differences and treat one 
another with respect, tolerance, wisdom, understanding and maturity.

Organisers are neutral:  
No matter what their own political beliefs are, in an ethical election organisers 
always act in a way that gives all parties an equal chance of winning. They never 
promote one party over another through any of their actions. Their main goal is that 
democracy must be upheld.
All role players take their duties and responsibilities seriously:

There is accountability to the people:  
In an ethical election everyone who takes part in the elections, in whatever 
manner, always serves the interests of all South Africans, not just some. By 
voting in the local elections we promote the common good of our area and our 
country as a whole.

This means that citizens use their right 
to vote wisely ...

Meanwhile, election organisers and 
political candidates work hard to make 
sure that all election processes are run 
smoothly and fairly ...

So, what makes an election ethical?

3.

2.

1.

4.

I’ve listened carefully to what 
the various parties say, and 
watched how they behave.  

That’s why I know that I am 
voting for a party that really 
cares for my community and 
for the people who live here!

That’s why I take 
my job seriously.

I want the 
results of the 

election to be a 
true reflection 

of what the 
people want.

I don’t 
agree 

with you.
That is okay. We can agree to 

disagree. I know that we both want 
what is best for our community.
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Religious fears ... Tribal fears ... Racial fears...

Everyone is free to vote as they choose without fear: 
It is very important that no-one should ever be forced or manipulated into voting 
for any political leader or party. In particular, no one should ever try to change 
or influence someone’s vote using any of the following:

All political campaigning promotes tolerance and integrity: 
There are strict laws and rules about how election processes must be run. In 
an ethical election these are always obeyed.  
The voting system is trusted: 
This means that nothing must be hidden from the public. The public should 
know exactly how election processes work and how election results have been 
reached.  This means that everyone can be sure that the results of the election 
are a true reflection of the voice of the people.
There is respect for the election outcome: 
It is very important that we keep working with local government once the 
elections are over, even if the party we voted for does not win. There are 
various channels available through which we can do this. Contact your local 
municipality to find out how you can take part in the decisions that affect your 
community, even after the local elections are over.

5.

6.

7.

8.

If you vote for that 
party you are going 

against the will of God! 
You’ll be punished!

If you vote for 
that party, you’ll 

dishonour your tribe!

But our people 
don’t vote for 

that party! 
You’re a traitor!

Such attitudes and actions are 
forms of manipulation. They 
are designed to control the way 
people vote and have no place 
in an ethical election.

Violence ...

... verbal, 
emotional 
or physical
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There are many different people who play important roles in the local election process. 
We all need to work together to make our local elections ethical, free and fair. We can 
expect the following from each of the election role players:

Using religion, race or tradition 
to create fear

  What we can expect from the IEC:
The IEC must make sure that each and every part of the election process is carried 
out honestly, efficiently and transparently and in line with their code of conduct.  
This code contains very strict rules and regulations according to which the IEC 
must behave. This means that nothing about the election may be hidden from the 
public and that there is no room for mistakes by the IEC.

Political parties must always try to elect leaders who:
- have the necessary leadership skills to do their duties well
- have good moral character 
- act in ways that put the interests of their communities above  
  their own or those of their parties.

In campaigning for votes, political parties and leaders must always take care to:
- Treat people with respect for their beliefs and choices
- Be truthful and not mislead people in any way by making false promises.

Once again campaigners (those who work to get votes for political parties 
and candidates) must never use the following methods to win votes:

Working together for ethical, fair and free elections

What we can expect from political parties and leaders:  

If you don’t 
vote for us the 

ancestors will turn 
against you!

Giving gifts, money or favours for votes. 
This is also known as “buying votes”.

Vote for me! 
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At the time of elections it is even 
more important than usual that 
our safety and security services:

They also record the 
successes and challenges 
during each election, as 
well as the lessons learned 
from the election process. 
This information can then 
be used to improve future 
election processes. 

- all stories to do with the elections, locally    
  and nationally
- all sides of election stories, truthfully       
  and without ever taking sides.

- protect the safety of all citizens, 
- maintain law and order.

  What we can expect from the Media: 

  What can we expect from independent observers:

Independent observers are outside organisations who check to make sure that all 
election processes are free and fair. They are independent and politically neutral. 
They can therefore be completely fair in their assessment.

What can we expect from the police and army:

We depend on the media for most of our 
information on political parties and election 
progress. This is why the media must report:

Only idiots and 
cowards would be 

so stupid not to 
vote for us!

Violence (whether emotional, physical or verbal)




